
Chemistry Syllabus, Bainbridge High 

School 

Chemistry is a course stressing the general 
concepts of chemistry with emphasis on 
problem solving and experimentation. Unifying 
principles are developed, with the laboratory 
work providing the basis for 
the development. The 
experimental theme is used to 
develop the mathematical 
relationships. The need to 
memorize innumerable facts is 
minimized and the course 
relies heavily on the student's 
ability to apply his/her observations and 
mathematical derivations in a wide range of 
practical and classical problem-solving 
examples. Chemistry is highly recommended for 
those students who intend to major in the 
engineering, biological and chemical sciences. 

At the beginning of each unit, students will be given a list of 5-7 overarching learning objectives for the 
unit. These objectives are based on the Washington state adopted Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS), the basic chemistry needed to better understand the world, and the problem solving skills 
needed to succeed in future AP science classes and in college. 

Rm 315 
Instructor: Sharon Tuinukuafe 
stuinukuafe@bisd303.org 
Phone: 206-855-0474 
Office Hours: before school 8:00-
8:40 most days 

Textbook used: 

Pearson Chemis-

try, 2012 

Web resources: 

Phet.colorado.edu

, jlab, crash course 

chemistry videos, 

and more…. 

POGIL activities: 

Foundations of Chemistry, 

Applying POGIL Principles, 

4th Edition, Hanson, 

Pacific Crest, 2010. 

POGIL Activities for 

Chemistry, Trout, Flinn 

Scientific, Batavia, IL, 

2012 

I will be using standards- based grading in this course. Research has shown advantages to using this system instead of the tradi-
tional points- based system, including: 

The qualitative differences between A, B, C, D, and F are clarified for students and parents, reducing questions and con-
fusion about grades. 

More data is provided to me about student learning, allowing me to adjust instruction based on student learning. 

Students focus shifts from grades to learning by providing students multiple opportunities to demonstrate proficiency in 
the standards. 

Student grades are calculated based on final student proficiency, not an average of all grades earned during the quarter. 

Student grades become much more consistent by reducing subjectivity and clarifying student objectives for learning. 

Students are encouraged to develop a high level of critical-thinking skills, preparing them well for life after high school. 
80% of students grades will be assessing student’s understanding of standards  (including quizzes, unit tests, labs, and final ex-
ams), and 20% will be from coursework such as daily assignments, POGILs, homework, labs, and class participation. 

Classroom Expectations 
Attendance/ Late work: The most useful thing you can do to help yourself learn chemistry is to attend class. 
In the event you miss class, we have a simple procedure for getting you back on track: However please keep 
in mind that it is much easier to keep up than to catch up. 
1. Any assignments or notes can be found on google classroom. 
2. If you have an excused absence on the day an assignment is given, you will have ONE week to turn it 
in. I highly recommend you complete missed work as soon as possible so you do not miss important concepts. 
3. If you are absent (excused only) on the day of a lab, it becomes your responsibility to find a fellow 
classmate who will come with you to complete the lab. Labs are helpful for gaining the hands-on practice 
aspect of chemistry, just using another groups data does not give you this experience. Labs must be made up 
within a couple of days of your absence due to materials management. 
4. Coming to class late does nothing but disrupt the entire class and shows a lack of respect for your peers 
and me. Please be on time. 

Supplies needed for class: 

1 1/2” -2” binder,  lined pa-

per (wide or college-ruled), 

Pen and pencil, Scientific 

calculator, Graph paper 



Grading: 80% Standards (on quizzes, unit tests, final exam, and labs), 20% 
Coursework (Classwork, homework, participation, and lab work) 
 

 
Student will have a list of well defined standards to achieve for each unit. These will be assessed on quizzes throughout 
the unit, at levels 1-3. The unit test will allow for students to achieve 1-4 for each standard. Students will also be assessed 
on the standards on the final exam at the end of each semester, and will be able to improve on their standard scores if 
they improve on the final exam. 
 
Resubmissions: Students have a 2 week period after a unit test to try to improve their standard score. Students must show 
evidence of practice (such as all homework and lab work completed/ coming in for help) to be able to retest. Students 
must initiate the reassessment themselves and may only request one reassessment per standard. Students can also im-
prove their assessment score on the final exam for specific standards.   
 

Submitting Assignments: Students will turn in loose assignments in the room in a folder labeled for their class. Students 

may also turn in assignments on google classroom, depending on the nature of the assignment. Coursework will be 

Standard Explanation Letter grade 
conversion 

4 Level 3, plus success with complex content A 

3 Level 2, plus success with target content B 

2 Success with basic content C 

1 With help, partial success D 

0 Refuses to do work or cannot complete even 
with help 

F 

Electronic Devices: No cell phones al-

lowed in class by BHS policy. If you choose 

to bring your device, you must store it in 

the caddy upon entry into the classroom, 

then retrieve after the bell rings at the end 

of class. The teacher and the school are 

not liable for the devices if they go missing 

since they are not needed in the class-

room. Students should only use Chrome-

books at the direction of the instructor as 

well.  

 

Participation: Research shows that students understand 
chemistry more deeply and for longer periods of time when 
they actively engage in the content. Please come to class 
prepared to do any of the following:  
1. Reflect on topics individually,   
2. Discuss concepts with small and large groups,  
3. Safely participate in lab experiments and modeling 

exercises 
4. Engage in whole class discussions during direct instruc-

tion, and participate by taking notes when possible. 


